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Overview of past and upcoming activities

Coming up:

• Key messages from the Agri-Innovation Summit

• Workshop ‘small is smart’ – Innovative solutions for small 
agricultural and forestry holdings

• European Conference on Crop Diversification 

• Seminar - Bridging the gap: skills development for agriculture’s 
digital transition
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Agri-Innovation Summit Lisieux June 2019
• 2nd experience of Agri Innovation Summit after Lisbon

2017 highlighting the potential of the EIP approach to 
address the challenges faced by European agriculture 
and forestry

• Complex organisation but excellent cooperation (team 
of 40 people)

• Great interest in agroecology and interactive innovation

• 450 participants from 26 Member States

• 120 innovative projects (posters & actors)

• 115 Operational Groups

• 40 Horizon multi-actor projects

• 2 round tables

• 9 workshops

• 8 project visits

• A fairy-tale walking dinner

• Great networking moment
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Round table on innovation policy
change, risk, research, costs, red tape, circular, systems, digital, social attractiveness, 
farmer of the future, new interaction models, …
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Thematic sessions
reducing inputs, overhauling our production systems, better integration with downstream, citizens, 
territory… 
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Round table “How to achieve successful sharing, co-creation and 
up-take of knowledge and innovation at all levels?” 
AKIS is the key tool
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Resources & Dissemination
lots of inputs for future EIP and Horizon activity

AIS 2019 webpage in EN and FR
https://www.reseaurural.fr/Sommet-agri-
innovation-2019

PPT presentations, videos, projects book,  
Press kit, photos 

COMING SOON: Full report 
& longer video

https://www.reseaurural.fr/Sommet-agri-innovation-2019


EIP-AGRI Workshop ‘Small is smart’



THEME
EIP-AGRI Workshop ‘Small is Smart -

innovative solutions for small 

agricultural and forestry holdings’

WHEN / WHERE
29-30 October 2019, in Bucharest, 

Romania



AIM

To promote networking and cooperation among 

people and projects dealing with innovation and 

adoption of new technologies in small farm and 

forestry holdings. 

OBJECTIVES

• identify common challenges and explore 

potential solutions;

• connect participating projects to promote 

further co-operation;

• exchange good practices;

• better understand the elements required to 

improve the innovation support environment.



PROGRAMME

1,5 days including a field trip to the Romanian 

Horticultural Institute.

KEY AREAS TO EXPLORE

Four main working topics:

• Collaboration in production and processing

• Short supply chains

• Land stewardship for ecosystem services and 

biodiversity

• Bioeconomy initiatives

All of which will cover the following horizontal themes:

• Knowledge sharing

• Digitalisation
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European Conference on Crop Diversification

• When & where

18th - 21st September 2019, Budapest, Hungary

• Organisers

DiverIMPACTS project in collaboration with its partners of other 
Multi-Actor projects Horizon 2020 in the "Crop Diversification 
Cluster": Diverfarming, DIVERSify, ReMIX, LegValue, TRUE

The conference explored how we can achieve the full potential of 
cropping system diversification for:
• improved productivity, 
• delivery of ecosystem services, and 
• resource-efficient and sustainable value chains.
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European Conference on Crop Diversification

Follow-up to the EIP-AGRI workshop  ‘Cropping for the future’ 
(June 2019 in Almere, the Netherlands)

Conference included a workshop ‘Towards a crop diversification 
network’ with the following objectives:

• Identify expectations and needs, as well as experiences, in terms 
of networking on crop diversification

• Suggest ideas, processes, instruments and tools, and make 
recommendations to support networking on crop diversification
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European Conference on Crop Diversification
Workshop ‘Towards a crop diversification network’

Main points reported from discussions in this workshop were:

• There’s a need for knowledge exchange on crop diversification

• Objectives could be - knowledge sharing, connecting actors in the 
value chain, matchmaking, creating bridges and synergies

• Integrating different types of actors along the value chain

• There are already existing networks – identify common objectives, 
create a sense of identity, motivate stakeholders to join in, take 
practical action, create co-benefits for all stakeholders

• Combine local initiatives to the bigger picture, make it multi-level 
from local to EU and beyond
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The conference addressed a whole range of 
themes, such as:

• crop diversification - benefits, barriers, lock ins, 
enablers and practical experiences

• promoting diversification along value chains

• breeding for crop diversification

• assessing the performance of diversified 
cropping systems

• co-designing approaches that foster crop 
diversification

Have a look at: 
https://www.cropdiversification2019.net/

European Conference on 
Crop Diversification

https://www.cropdiversification2019.net/
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EIP-AGRI Seminar: ‘New Skills for Digital Farming’

AIM:

Contribute to the design and implementation 
of approaches and tools that can help farmers 
and farm advisers develop the skills they need 
in the face of the digital transition in 
agriculture.

Organised in collaboration with the Spanish Ministry of Agriculture

Who? Farmers and their organisations, advisors and innovation support services, RDP 
Managing Authorities/ Network Support Units, actors in the field of higher education and 
vocational education & training (VET), ICT companies, European projects…

Call for expression of interest launched early September (closed on 7/10)
Assessment of applications + definition of programme: ongoing

Event webpage: 
https://ec.europa.eu/eip/agriculture/en/event/eip-agri-seminar-new-skills-digital-farming

https://ec.europa.eu/eip/agriculture/en/event/eip-agri-seminar-new-skills-digital-farming
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EIP-AGRI supporting the digital transformation in agriculture 

Reminder of relevant activities (2016 – 2018)

• EIP-AGRI Focus Group “Mainstreaming precision farming”

• H2020 Workshop “Digitising the agri-food sector" 28-29 September 2016, Brussels

• EIP-AGRI seminar “Data revolution: emerging new business models in the agri-food sector”
22-23 June 2016 Sofia, Bulgaria

• EIP-AGRI Workshop on "Data Sharing: ensuring a fair sharing of digitisation benefits in 
agriculture" 4-5 April 2017 Bratislava, Slovakia

• EIP-AGRI Seminar "Digital Innovation Hubs: mainstreaming digital agriculture"
1-2 June 2017 Kilkenny, Ireland.

• Agri Innovation Summit (AIS 2017) 11-12 October 2017 Lisbon, Portugal.

• Digitisation Day 17 November 2017 Brussels

• EIP-AGRI Workshop “Enabling farmers for the digital age: the role of AKIS” 
26-27 April 2018 Jurmala, Latvia

• EIP-AGRI Seminar “Multi-level strategies for digitising agriculture and rural areas” 
12-13 December 2018 Antwerp, Belgium 

https://ec.europa.eu/eip/agriculture/en/focus-groups/mainstreaming-precision-farming
http://www.google.be/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=2&ved=0ahUKEwil2pb87oTZAhUBOhQKHYL_A_gQFgg5MAE&url=http://ec.europa.eu/newsroom/horizon2020/document.cfm?doc_id=40233&usg=AOvVaw1BDywC8Jo_8bRgl-MQdg-w
http://www.google.be/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=2&ved=0ahUKEwil2pb87oTZAhUBOhQKHYL_A_gQFgg5MAE&url=http://ec.europa.eu/newsroom/horizon2020/document.cfm?doc_id=40233&usg=AOvVaw1BDywC8Jo_8bRgl-MQdg-w
https://ec.europa.eu/eip/agriculture/en/event/eip-agri-seminar-%E2%80%98data-revolution-emerging-new
https://ec.europa.eu/eip/agriculture/en/event/eip-agri-workshop-data-sharing
http://ec.europa.eu/eip/agriculture/content/eip-agri-seminar-digital-innnovation-hubs-mainstreaming-digital-agriculture
http://www.aislisbon2017.com/
http://ec.europa.eu/programmes/horizon2020/en/news/digitising-agriculture-and-food-value-chains
https://ec.europa.eu/eip/agriculture/en/event/eip-agri-workshop-enabling-farmers-digital-age
https://ec.europa.eu/eip/agriculture/en/event/eip-agri-seminar-multi-level-strategies-digitising
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EIP-AGRI Seminar: ‘New Skills for Digital Farming’

WHY

- Lack of awareness and skills: barrier to widespread use of digital 
technologies on farm

- Shortage of digital skills across European economic sectors

- MS recognise the need to invest in training and upskilling in agriculture(*)

- Needs are different according to the farmer’s profile (EIP workshop in 
Jurmala, April 2018)

- Need to develop appropriate training and educational programmes as 
part of integrated ‘digital strategies’ (EIP Seminar in Antwerp, December 
2018)

- Role of future CAP strategic plans to support the modernisation of the 
agricultural sector, K&I initiatives including use of digital technologies

(*) See the declaration of cooperation on ‘A smart and sustainable digital future for European agriculture and rural areas’

https://ec.europa.eu/digital-single-market/en/news/eu-member-states-join-forces-digitalisation-european-agriculture-and-rural-areas
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EIP-AGRI Seminar: ‘New Skills for Digital Farming’

Seminar objectives 

• Identify the skills that can help farmers better understand and use digital 
technologies

• Share successful educational and training initiatives that can raise 
awareness and foster digital skills in the farming community

• Discuss how the CAP strategic plans can address the digital skills gap in the 
farming sector, by stimulating cooperation between relevant actors and by 
combining policy instruments

• Explore ways to connect European actors in the farming, advisory, 
educational and vocational training sectors to develop a strong support 
system for agricultural knowledge exchange and innovation
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Next Annual Workprogramme

2020

#RNSubInnovation
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The new 2020 EIP-AGRI work programme

Focus Group

• Specific topic

• 20 experts

• 5 FGs per year

Workshop

• Exchange of experiences

• 80 participants

• 2 workshops per year

Seminar

• Broader topic

• 150 participants

• 1 seminar per year
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Sources of ideas

SUBGROUP 

ON
INNOVATION

Topics for

Focus Groups

WEB FORM

DG AGRI & 
EIP-AGRI Service Point

(Policy needs inputs received, synergies and complementarity
with H2020)

Leftovers from previous year
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4 clusters (25 subclusters) from the first brainstorming

Capacity
Building/AKIS

Sustainable
Management of 

Natural Resources

Value 
chains/competitive

ness
Other ideas
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Preparing the events in SoI meetings, 14 June and 16 
October 2019: What, how and who is the target group?
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Call for interest: Would you like to contribute to the EIP-AGRI as 
a temporary consultant for the EIP-AGRI Service Point? 
(newsflash 38)

The EIP-AGRI Service Point is looking for coordinating experts for a 
number of workshops, seminars and Focus Groups, and main 
facilitators for workshops and seminars on a range of topics.

If you are interested then please complete the application form 
and submit your Europass CV.

The deadline for applications is 9 December 2019, 23:59 hrs 
Brussels time.

https://ec.europa.eu/eip/agriculture/en/content/coordinating-experts-
application-form

Call for coordinating experts for AWP 2020

https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/eip-agri.us7.list-manage.com/track/click?u=c40406f3cb81288b4051d5632&id=2cee2eddea&e=bb0401e77d__;!NW73rmyV52c!QHMpbRuULDdB_usKw28KOrQ8RuVQXPHn_zsMMi4m3kZk9Eq1B8EpEIkGe4gd_P4NIWaXcIA$
https://ec.europa.eu/eip/agriculture/en/content/coordinating-experts-application-form
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Workshops

1. Interactive innovation for the challenges of the 
forestry sector

2. New strategies towards carbon neutral 
agriculture

Seminars

1. AKIS (2nd half March/1st week April

2. Soil (after summer)

Resulting Annual Workprogramme 2020
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– Focus Groups and Workshops

The objectives of a Focus Group are: 

- To take stock of the state of play of research and of practice in the field

- To identify needs for practice

- To propose

• directions for further research

• priorities for innovative actions such as OGs

• ways to disseminate good practices and knowledge

The objectives of a Workshop are: 

To promote cross-border knowledge exchange, sharing of experiences, networking and continuous

cooperation between Operational Groups and other innovative projects:

• Identify common challenges

• Explore potential solutions to shared challenges

• Exchange good practices

• Connect projects

• Promote cooperation

Remember!
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Focus Groups 2020

1. How to combine wildlife with improving 
agricultural production

2. Industrial crops on marginal lands

3. Reduction of plastic use in agriculture

4. Practices to increase the sustainability of beef 
production

5. Climate smart tropical crops in the EU

Focus groups (calls to be opened after 9 Dec 2019)
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Source: www.landmark2020.eu

Introduction to the 2020 Soil seminar
Soils functions
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Soils: a major international issue
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Soils: a major international issue
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Soil innovation under EIP-AGRI activities

Focus groups 

• Grazing for carbon

• Carbon storage in arable land

• Soil organic matter 

• Soil-borne diseases 

• Soil salinisation

• Protecting agricultural soils from contamination

Workshops

• Organic is operational

• Connecting innovative projects: Water & Agriculture

• Cropping for the future: networking for crop rotation and crop diversification 

Agri-Innovation Summit 2019
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Horizon 2020 SC2 multi-actor projects - Soils

• LANDMARK

• SOILCARE

• DIVERFARMING

• DiverIMPACTS

• CIRCASA

• BEST4SOIL (Thematic Network)

In the pipeline - European Joint Programme on agricultural soil 
management (1 project, 40 M€ + 40 M€ Member State co-funding)
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Horizon Europe

5 Mission 
areas

Adaptation to climate 

change, including societal 

transformation

Cancer

Healthy 

oceans, seas, 

coastal and 

inland waters Soil 

health 

and food
Climate-neutral 

and smart cities 
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Introduction 

to the AKIS seminar
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Weblink to the SWG SCAR AKIS report:

https://ec.europa.eu/info/news/knowledge-and-innovation-unlocking-potential-food-and-farming-2019-sep-26_en
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Innovation is: an idea put into 
practice with success !

To an

„Agriculture of Knowledge“ ….. 

More information and events:

www.eip-agri.eu

https://ec.europa.eu/eip/agriculture/
en/news-events/events

Inge.Van-Oost@ec.europa.eu

• Thank you for your attention!

http://www.eip-agri.eu/

