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In todays presentation, I will talk about…

1. Teagasc and the Walsh Scholarship Programme

2. Teagasc / University College Dublin (UCD) 
partnership on Masters Programme

3. Masters in Agricultural Innovation

4. Masters in Agricultural Extension

5. Review and Summary.
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Teagasc and the Walsh Scholarship Programme

� Teagasc - National responsibility for the development of agriculture and food

Research Advisory Education
� Walsh Scholarship funding - collaborative

• 60 PhD intake each year - mainly research in agriculture, food and economics

• Building connections with research partners

• 15-20 Masters intake each year - mainly exploring how to improve the effectiveness 
of KT methodology

• Connecting with more partners across the AKIS.
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Collaboration on this programme since 2010 / 2015

UCD lead on academic supervision + KT conference

Teagasc lead on practical work + experience + skills

Competitive open application – results + written + interview

Student monthly stipend of €1,333 (after academic fees)

Programme oversight – joint Teagasc / UCD

Teagasc and UCD Masters Programme
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Currently Two Programmes
� Masters in Innovation – Research
� Masters in Extension – Taught
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Masters in Agricultural 
Innovation Support (Research, 
21 months)
� Research Topics - Teagasc

� 3 mths in UCD

� 15 mths advisory or education centre

� 3 months flexible

� Major Thesis + 30 ECT credits approx.

� Supervised and mentored by experienced 
staff

� Regular round table seminars + present at 
national KT Conference
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Masters in Agricultural 
Extension and Innovation 
(Taught, 24 months)
� 2 X 12 month placements in Teagasc 

advisory offices

� Mentored by experienced advisors

� Blended learning, 90 ECT credits 
modules (incl. minor thesis of 30 ECT)

� Assignments and projects relate to the 
work placement

� Emphasis on self reflection and 
professional development

� Regular round tables and presentation 
at annual KT conference
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Masters Students Intake UCD 2010 - 2020
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Example Projects
� Masters in Innovation – Research

• Biodiversity
• Discussion Groups
• Farm Succession 
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Communication for Biodiversity 
Management Planning 
– Aoife Leader
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Development of handbook 
for discussion group 
facilitators
– Conor Holohan
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Advisors role in supporting 
farm succession and 
inheritance
– Tomas Russell



Masters in Extension – Taught
Examples
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Farmer’s engagement with EIP
A case study of the Rathcroghan’s
archeological landscape
– Luke Clogher
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Investigating use of Whats App 
group chats to transfer 
knowledge to beef farmers in 
Ireland
- Marie Flynn
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Review and Summary

Programme Impact
� Student
� Teagasc staff – reciprocal learning
� UCD staff
� Visibility of KT – UCD, Conference etc. 
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Recent Review – some student reflections
• Students value the exposure to an advisory or teaching role

• Student’s individual motivation and enthusiasm is critical

• Develops critical competencies especially in terms of knowledge of advisory 
systems and approaches and skills for advisory work

• The challenge to meet their academic requirements and contribute to the 
work of the advisory office helps scholars o become more efficient in time 
management and prioritising work. 

• “Agricultural advisory is not just about being a one-stop shop for technical 
knowledge. It is about being able to identify the farmer’s individual problem, 
and coming up with a solution that is both within the farmers means and 
capabilities and will have an effect on the ground’.
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Further Information

18

For more information, search for
“Teagasc UCD KT Masters”
or

https://www.teagasc.ie/about/research--innovation/postgraduate-
scholarships/walsh-scholarships--knowledge-transfer/


